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Dear All, 
 
Some interesting news for you. Hope you can find the time to read it. 
The AGM in May was well attended with some 25 people. Guest speaker David Kanu from the 
MOTAT was very interesting. Honorary Dutch Consul Rene van Rijn informed us about passport 
renewal and encouraged again that ex campers should write their story down for the next 
generation to learn from. 
 
Good news for us! When I learned of the BACKPAY issue I contacted many EJOS members to 
find out if they were eligible: were they in the KNIL or a government job? Some members were 
and have been awarded the KNIL/Government job BACKPAY. 
1. Bert Modderman was in the KNIL and received the BACKPAY earlier this year. 
2.  Willem Timmermans, ex KNIL, in Australia, passed away in OCT 2015 but was alive at the 
cut-off date 15 August 2015. I contacted his daughter(s) and I suggested she apply for the 
BACKPAY. The application is in Dutch and we had some language problems, but solved it and in 
September, his daughter reported that they received the pay-out.  
3.  Riek de Wit was a teacher in government job, and received the outstanding BACKPAY.  
 
That is fantastic. Another member we thought to be eligible. He was in the NAVY but the NAVY 
got a paid in 1957. Most ex KNIL people have passed away before the cut-off date and only 500 
have been paid-out by now. 
Next step?  There are several groups like us in The Netherlands and only one representing us to 
confer with the Dutch government is the Indies Platform, the I.P. An Indies Platform meeting with 
the government is on the agenda. This will be concerning the "Lost Goods".  
 
In May, myself and several EJOS members attended a memorial service at the Rose Gardens 
Monument. Organised by Lucy Powell. In August 2016 I wrote a letter to the local magazine 
TIMES and they issued my article concerning the Commemoration of the End-of WWll, 15 August 
1945. 
 
August 15 memorial in The Netherlands was well attended and the 2-nd and 3-rd generation is 
coming forward. Our commemoration followed by an Indonesian Lunch did not eventuate. 
Ponsonby Kuta Bali moved to the Devonport Pier and a caterer cancelled my order. Hopefully we 
can do it next year. FYI. Kuta Bali is still in Ponsonby’s Foodcourt and now managed by Ida 
Edwards.   
 
Irene Kuyk invited me to attend a memorial for her late husband Marcel September 18 above the 
Foodcourt. I asked the people from last year’s Lunch at her place, Riek de Wit, Gerarda Bossard, 
Willy Pollard, Lies & John Triezenberg, Truus Hudson, Menno Uiterdijk, my wife Sophie and 
myself. We enjoyed a fantastic afternoon with lots of Indonesian finger food. 
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Sadly several EJOS members have passed away.  
 
Peacefully, Herman Blankenbijl 90 yrs. on 28 June 2016.  
 
Lily Modderman, 18 August. I attended the Funeral in Silverdale and met up with Truus Hudson, 
Vicky Faesen-Kloet and Corrie van Werkum. Lily’s husband Bert Modderman, 93, was a slave 
labourer in Fukuoka in a coal mine. Good to see them.  
 
Pierre Smeets,1927, passed away 17 September. Pierre and family were present at our AGM last 
May where he was able to enjoy the Indonesian Lunch with us. He was in a wheelchair at that 
stage.  
 
Not an EJOS member but well known good friend Peter Dijkstra’s wife Lui passed away in 
September.   
 
Rudi de Jong passed away 1 October after a bad fall. A farewell service was held in Holland House 
Oct 6. Rudy always attended our 15 August Indonesian Lunches. 
 
On Friday 4 November, Rudy Storm passed away at the age of 89. I attended his funeral service on 
Monday November 7. Rudy survived the men's Jap Camp. 
Now here is a remarkable story; after the Japanese surrendered, Rudy met a girl who had to travel 
but was scared of being attacked by the anti-European locals. So Rudy escorted her safely to her 
destination. This lady contacted me from Blenheim 8 years ago to ask about Rudy. I confirmed yes, 
it was him. They met again over the telephone. Her name is Adriaan Hoek-Blauw. She is also an 
EJOS member. 
 
After the war, Rudy sailed to The Netherlands and only just recovered, was conscripted into the 
Army and off to the Dutch-East-Indies to get the revolutionaries sorted out, because he 
could speak the Malay language. He survived the ordeal and eventually immigrated  
to New Zealand where he got married and had a family. 
 
Gerda Uiterdijk was admitted to a Hospital and now she is in the Care Centre of ONS DORP. Her 
mind is 100% but her body does not do what it is supposed to do. 
 

 
  Kind regards, 

From Ivo Pabbruwe 
 
Another EJOS member Adriana Hoek-Blauw, who lives in Blenheim, contacted me some 8 

years ago and asked about Rudy. Yes, I confirmed it was him. They met again over the telephone. 
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1. THE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF EJOS; 

• to ensure that the story of the Dutch POWs 
is told and they are not forgotten. 

• to help with the organization of and 
participate in the memorial service for 

• the POWs AUG 15 Memorial Day. 
• to help educate the people of Japan in a 

little-known part of their history. 
• to provide information to researchers, 

scholars, museums and POW groups 
• on the POWs’ from the former Dutch-

East-Indies story. 
 

2. A Comfort Women monument was unveiled in 
Sydney 6 August 2016. The daughter of Janny 
Ruff-O'Herne was very much involved and 
represented her Mum at the ceremony. In 
September the German City of Freiburg 
announced the plan to get a Comfort Women 
monument. Only shortly after their Japanese 
sister city Matsuyama, Ehime Prefecture 
objected and the project is postponed. There are 
3 similar monuments now; one in Glendale, San 
Francisco USA, unveiled in 2013. Then in 
December 2015 in Seoul, Sth. Korea opposite 
the Japanese Ambassy, another was unveiled. 
The Japanese have offered money for the 
women who are still alive, but Japan first wants 
the monument to be removed in Seoul. With 
respect to Japan’s demand that the comfort 
women peace symbol in front of the Japanese 
Embassy in Seoul be removed, they comment 
“When do criminals ever get to make demands 
and set conditions when they apologize for their 
crimes?” (Don Tow) The Seoul monument is 
now under 24 hrs surveillance by Students. 

See later in the newsletter for the photo. 

 

3. In September I was approached by a Shanghai TV 
station who want to interview Jan Ruff-O'Herne. I 
passed the request on to her daughter. Jan has 
done her part and is not active anymore and her 
daughter will handle this.  
 

4. VOC. The  spice trade was the most important 
goal of the journeys to Asia. Pepper, nutmeg, 
mace and cinnamon were very costly 
commodities. The VOC ship EENDRACHT with 
its captain Dirk Hartog sailed from Cape of Good 
Hope a different route to get faster to the Dutch-
East-Indies. He landed in Australia, Shark Bay in 
1616, now 400 yrs ago. The nearby city of 
Denham will have a special 400 yr. celebration 
Festival 21-25 OCT 2016. 
 

5. Stichting Vervolgingsslachtoffers Jappenkamp 
1942-1945.  
The Orange Newsletter from SVJ was issued to 
several of our EJOS members. Attached is a 
cheque to pay SJV. We, EJOS members, do not 
pay them. The group SVJ is together with the SJE 
(JES). Please, take note; EJOS sponsors the SJE 
so we sponsor them indirectly.   
 

6. Some HISTORY.  
In the 1930’s Dutch settlers used to travel 

back to the Netherlands and often took servants, a 
Baboe’s or a Djongo, with them to look after the 
children. They were called Sea-Baboe’s / 
Djongo’s. In the Netherlands the servants lived & 
waited in a pension in The Hague. Waiting for 
returning settlers to the Dutch-Eat-Inidies.  Vilan 
van de Loo is investigating and will write a book 
about them. Any info welcome.  
 Johannes van der Steur. 1865 – 1945  Born 
in Haarlem. At 27yrs in 1892 he went as a 
missionary to the Duch East Indies. From 1893 tot 
1945 van der Steur gave about 7000 'Steurtjes' a 
HOME, Huize Oranje-Nassau in Magelang, mid 
JAVA. He took children from local women who 
could not look after the child and many KNIL 
children, who’s father did not return from the 
front. He was nick-named “Pa” by all the 
children. 

1942. The Japanese quickly overwhelmed 
Dutch and Allied forces and, when the Dutch 
surrendered, 40,000 military men and 100,000 
civilian men, women and children were interned 
in Japanese POW camps for the next three-and-a-
half years Japanese capitulation and evacuation to 
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Australia. Life changed unexpectedly with the 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 
1945. The country was thrown into further turmoil 
following the Japanese capitulation as the 
Indonesian people strongly asserted their 
independence and the Netherlands struggled hard 
to retain its former colony. Australian, American, 
British and Gurkha forces attempted to reach 
embattled civilians and ex-internees, yet there 
were 229 known prisoner of war camps 
throughout South East Asia and it could take 
months to reach, let alone help, them. Nothing has 
been recorded about the release of many people 
from their respective camps. However, it is widely 
known that the carnage during this time was 
unspeakable as thousands of Dutch nationals and 
others were killed en masse. It is not surprising 
that those who survived chose not to talk about 
the terror and danger of this time to their children 
and grandchildren. Their main goal was to put the 
past behind them and get on with their lives. 
      
  The Dutch who survived were 
mostly evacuated to Singapore, India, Ceylon and 
the Netherlands with some 6000 entering 
Australia for temporary ‘recuperative purposes’ 
from late 1945 to early 1946. They arrived by 
formal and informal channels, in Catalina and 
Qantas Flying boats, Dutch Dornier boats, 
Lockheed Lodestars, B25 Bombers,  

DC-3’s, submarines, cargo and hospital 
ships – in just about anything that had the capacity 
to fly or float. Most evacuees were able to remain 
in Australia for eight to ten months before being 
repatriated to the Netherlands or the Netherlands 
East Indies. FAIRBRIDGE FARM a former 
convent below Perth, was one recuperative place. 
 

7. Dutch Museum, Foxton 
Arjan van der Boon is Chairperson of the Dutch 
Connection, which is in the process of setting up a 
museum and cultural center for the Dutch in 
Aotearoa. The Museum is in Foxton next door to 
the replica Dutch Windmill. He like to get some 
life stories of ex PoW’s in the Dutch-East-Indies 
for the Indie corner. So I arranged a visit to Gerda 
Janssen-Drion. She is 93 & later on Gerarda 
Bossard for an interview about their lives in the 
Dutch-East-Indies before, during and after WWll. 

 

 

8. SUCCESS! 
Last NOV the Dutch Secretary of State Martin 
van Rijn announced that Dutch civil servants and 
military, KNIL, which were in service in March 
1942 and alive by 15 August 2015, will finally get 
paid after 70yrs. Wim Timmermans passed away 
in September! His daughters contacted me. He is 
eligible for the BACKPAY.  
Within EJOS we are working with 3-5 people for 
the payment. Thanks to you, loyal EJOS 
members, in believing in us we achieved this after 
many negotiations of the Ind. Platform. Civil 
Servants, teachers and military personnel in the 
DEI during WWll were given no pay during the 
WWll Japanese occupation of the Dutch East 
Indies. State Secretary M. van Rijn; “The 
government regrets the way the backpay issue and 
redress developed in recent decades”. Some 
people will be over 100 yrs old. 
The BACKPAY is good for €25,000 or 
NZ$36,000. 
The next step/negotiation on the agenda is the 
“lost-goods” (oorlogs schade) issue. 
 

9. Stichting TFIR- Task Force Indisch 
Rechtsherstel- Task force Indie (advertised in 
1954) 
The Burma-Thailandclaim.  
The Burma Railway was sold by the Allies in 
1947 to Thailand and part of that money has been 
put aside for the allied PoW’s, forced labourers 
families/next-of-kin. The money is a only small 
compensation for the suffering of the slave labour. 
There are outstanding payments to be claimed by 
family members of the Birma Railway PoW slave 
labourers. Father, brother, uncle or cousin, who 
worked on the Death Railway line in Burma is 
eligible. Meanwhile 750 people, mainly children 
& grandchildren of Railway workers, have 
applied. They think Opa did not know about the 
payment 60 yrs ago. I have a name list of approx. 
17.000. Contact me for an application form.  On 
February 16, it was reported that there have been 
3000 applications. In 1954 the payment was 61,73 
guilders. In 2015 €220, perhaps with some 
interest. NZ$ 366.27. 
A motto in the Camp was; “You can wreck the 
body but you cannot wreck the spirit”. “You insult 
the Jap by staying alive, surviving the punishment 
and cruelties”. 
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10.  Final Note: 
 The Japanese say “you cannot be responsible for things you have never been told of”. That is the 
reason to keep it out of their text/school books.  
 It is only through acknowledgement of one’s sins can atonement begin. It is only through 
education can we ensure that these heinous deeds against humanity will never happen again."- Cecilia I. 
Gaerlan, Executive Director of Bataan Legacy. 
President EJOS Ivo Pabbruwe. 

 

 

A former comfort woman from South Korea, Won-Ok Gil, 89, sits next to the statue in Sydney. 
 
Door te herdenken wordt de geschiedenis doorgegeven. 
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Echtpaar met auto in Nederlandsch-Indië, ca. 1915 
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Wajang theatre. 
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Presidents address at AGM. Saturday 7 MAY 2016. 
Last AUG 2015 I attended the SJE petition at the Jap embassy in The Hague. Some 40 people 
demonstrated silently while the president with two others presented the Petition to the Jap Ambassador. 
Afterwards we were offered Lunch in the BEL AIR Hotel. Speciality ? A Dutch Loempia or croquette ! 
AUG 15 my wife and I had special seating at the Indisch Monument in The Hague for Commemoration 
“End of WWll” there were some 2000 people. Many of them 2-nd and 3-rd generation. 2015 and the 
King was present to show his respect. It was good weather. Prime Minister Mark Rutte had a vague 
speech. (betreurt het gevoel van miskenning Indische gemeenschap) “ I feel regrets in regard to the 
Indiesche community  The feeling of incomprehension and the sadness that many have had or still have.” 
The meeting expected something special after 70-yrs, but not so. We had to wait until DEC when the 
Minister of State made the BACKPAY announcement.  During the ceremony a CATALINA aircraft 
did a fly-by. The sight and sound was thrilling for many people, memories. Afterwards the invited 
people, like myself & my wife, took the courtesy bus to the Zuiderzee Theatre where we enjoyed an 
Indische Lunch. It was well organised and I think a 1000 people were catered for in a big marquis. We 
enjoyed our lunch with Jan van Wagtendonk and his wife. I met the publisher of the Indische Internet 
Krant, ICM, Ferry Schwab and redacteur Hans Vogelsang van de NICC, Nederlands Indisch Cultureel 
Centrum. When we left it was raining. Lucky we got a lift. The driver was the wife of the Catalina plane 
that flew over ! 
ANZAC day in APR Hans van Ess and I represented EJOS at the Birkenhead monument. 1-st of MAY 
Hans and I attended the Commemoration of the End-of-WWll at the the Rose Garden monument with 
some other EJOS members. 
The following EJOS members have unfortunately passed away: Willem Timmermans in Australia in 
September 2015. Rudy Storm’s spouse, Elisabeth in October 2015, Maud Lodge-Osborn in September 
2015. Hanny Reydon last 13 February 2016 in Ons Dorp. Marcel van Kuyk, husband of Irene van Kuyk 
owner of Ponsonby Foodcourt. Hans de Jong in APR. He was in the so called correction Army after the 
capitulation in 1945.  
I was able to attend Rudy Storm’s & Hanny Reydon’s services. Hans van Ess wif, Ruth in APR. 
Treasurer Ian Ross is not here.    He says; “It is not justified to spend more then $400 with so few 
members nowadays”. He retires this year as Treasurer. He did an important job.    
        

 

 

 


