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Dear all, 

Welcome to our most recent newsletter. 

Last year we had to cancel our AGM twice since we are dealing with the Coronavirus pandemic (MAY 30 
& AUG 15). Hans van Ess & I had it all organised with 50 people for the Indische Lunch, and finally we 
were able to have the AGM 31 OCT 2020 in Birkenhead.The minutes from the meeting are included in this 
newsletter later on.  
 
Case against the Dutch State over Japan crimes during World War II 
3 JAN 2021  
I received this from SJE; The lawyer must respond before 10 February. Can anyone from the Dutch 
Government, please, stand up like TONY BLAIR in the then British government and tie the knot and make 
it clear to Japan that - Japan now bears the Responsibility with the Debt of Honour. After all, it's Japs war 
crimes. 
6 MAR 2021.  
Latest from the SJE. Unfortunately, because the issue is so problematic for them, the government has 
asked for a 12-week delay so that they can study it properly. We think they wanted to get to it after the 
March elections. We did protest because we're dealing with elderly people. But unfortunately there is 
little to be done about that. Another three months can also be added. We've been waiting 75 years.  
I will keep you posted. Ivo. 
Peace Museum, Hiroshima: 
AUG 6th Aljazeera TV reported the commemoration of the dropping of the Atomic Bomb on Hiroshima 
and a lady-friend of mine visited the Peace Museum in Hiroshima recently. I asked her if there was any 
mentioning of the Japanese Imperial Army soldiers fighting & occupying East-Asia from 1937 to 1945. NO 
such thing.  “The Americans dropped the bomb on us” That’s all . . . . . 
On the “Peace Museum Hiroshima” site I found this statement of a visitor. 
July 2020 visitor’s report; 
The museum doesn't mention the death, destruction, and inhumane treatment the Japanese soldiers 
wrought on their prisoners and conquered people in other countries. So it's lopsided in the historical 
portrayal but still a must see. 
The reasons for or against the need to use this weapon at that time in history can be widely debated. The 
museum projects that Hiroshima was an innocent city. The museum, incorrectly, states the atomic bombs 
were used because the US wanted to gain an upper hand with the Soviet Union for post WWII. The 
museum fails to mention the estimated casualties the US and Japan would have suffered if Japan was 
invaded (Operations Olympic and Coronet), The last Japanese soldier was captured in 1972). 



 
We like to remember. EJOS members who passed away recently. 
Harry Klay. 92yrs. 12 January 1927.   
Lisa van Velthoven. 56yr. 2 May 2019.  
Catherine Marie Elisabeth (Lizzy) Faber-Wichers. 91 yr. 12 JUL 2019. 
Johan de Hoog. Passed away peacefully at home at 86yrs old. JUL 2019. 
Initial EJOS Committee member Machteld Zondag, 91yr passed away July 2019  
Willy Pollard-Woudenberg, July 2019. 
Aat Alblas, 5 August 2019, 94yrs. 
Pieter Tjaberings, September 2019. 90 yrs.   
Willem Bergers, 7 October. 89 yrs old.  
June Wouters, in ONS DORP August 2019. June’s husband, Dick Wouters, turned 90 in November 2019 and 
lives in Ons Dorp. 
Frits Berman, in Australia, 14 February 2020. 
Frouke Buysers-Hayes, 3 MAY 2020. She was always the first one to pay the EJOS subs when I used to meet 
her at the Market in Holland House. A very nice lady. 
Gerda Uiterdijk passed away 22 JUL in ONS DORP. EJOS member Gerda Uiterdijk sadly passed away in ONS 
DORP. A private funeral was held and I was able to attend. I have known Gerda a long time. Gerda’s 
husband Menno is an initial now resigned EJOS Committee member. 
Martha Wubben-Klarenbeek in NOV 2020 (91yrs). 
Hans Dorbeck in DEC (93yrs). 
Mary de Koster. Wife of former EJOS secretary Guus de Koster last MAR.  
Henriette Halbach, 83yrs. Passed away 2 MAY 2021. 
Most of the EJOS members who passed away were teenagers in the Camps and would have suffered and 
endured hard labour while held in camp.  
 
  

 

 

 
Camplife. Emptying the Cesspit  1942-1945.   Kitchen duty. 

 
On the list above, Lizzy Faber-Wichers, her son writes the following: 
Mum & Dad's story; They knew each other growing-up in The Netherlands. 
Dad studied in Leiden and escaped the War via France and Spain to report to Queen Wilhelmina in London. 
He got send to Australia for Army Training and took part in liberating Indonesia in 1945 until their 
independence in 1949. Mum resumed her High School  and did a secretary course in The Netherlands.  
Mum and Dad got engaged in 1951. Dad travelled to NZ by ship on his own. Worked at Rai Valley Forrest 
Service than on an apple orchard in the Tasman. Mum came over 6 months later on the first commercial 
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KLM flight in 1953.  The so called "Bride Flight". Landed in Christchurch and by bus 
to Nelson. Next day they got married. They lived in a small cottage where my sister and I were born. They 
bought a glass-house in Nelson. Mum happy to be close to town. It must have been a big adjustment for 
her, coming from cosmopolitan Holland to a back-blocks country living in New Zealand. In the '50's there 
was no way to return easily, you were committed to making a go of it in this far away land.  
John Faber. 
Menno Uiterdijk remembers Lily Wichers from school. 
 
Our AGM at the Birkenhead RSA was the last one with Chef cook Geoff Zuiderdorp and Dutch Consul Sake 
Hitman issued the EJOS Committee with flowers for the occasion. “THANK YOU”. That was a wonderful 
surprise for all of us. I think we have had our AGM with Indiese Lunch for some 15 yrs at the RSA with now 
retired Geoff. The EJOS AGM this year will be a small gathering, MEMBERS ONLY, at the JAVA Room, 317 
Parnell RD in Parnell (see later in the newsletter for more details) This is planned for Saturday 29 MAY 
At 11.30 AM. 12.00 lunch EJOS pays for.. 
 
All paying members have been send a MELATI pin to wear. 

 
MELATI or Jasmijn. 

 

 The MELATI is an initiative of the 15 August 1945 
Commemoration Foundation and the Indies Remembrance 
Centre. In 2015, the Netherlands commemorated the 
capitulation of the Jap in Sth-East-Asia now 75yrs ago. This 
day marked the official End-of- WWll for the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands. On this day we stand in silence and 
commemorate all victims of the Japanese occupation in Asia, 
civilians as well as members of the armed forces. A symbol of 
Remembrance and Commemoration 
The idea of giving the Commemoration its own identity 
stemmed from the desire to bring the annual Commemoration 
meeting on 15 August more to life within (and outside) the 
Indies community. This was to be in the form of a recognisable 
symbol which people would wish to wear at the 
Commemoration. People would then feel more connected with 
the message, with each other and with the Indies heritage. The 
symbol had to have a link with ‘Indies’, without being too 
anecdotal or sentimental. The goal was to find a combination of 
emotion – memories, recognition – and strength – pride in 
individual roots and identity. Moreover, the design also had to 
appeal to a younger generation. The choice was a symbol in 
the form of a white flower: the MELATI, 

People wear the MELATI, the Indonisian jasmine, showing their respect for the victims of the 
Second World War in the former Dutch East Indies. 
 
Correspondence; Thank you so much for the MELATI pins that you sent us. The sentiments 
behind the pins were very touching. We will wear them remembering the sacrifices that our 
parents made for the freedoms that we now enjoy 
 

Kind regards,  
Ivo Pabbruwe  



 

  
EJOS Committee with flowers. Hans van Ess, Ivo Pabbruwe, Sake Hitman, 

Elmire de Courcy, Kate Draper. 
 

Geoff Zuiderdorp & Hans van Ess 

  



 

 

 PRESS RELEASE in The 
Netherlands, 11 Oct 2020  

The Japanese Honours Foundation (SJE) is 
launching proceedings against the Dutch 
state because of the war damage suffered 
by the Dutch during the Japanese 
occupation in the former Dutch East 
Indies. There has been no response to 
previous requests for compensation, 
which is why the foundation is going to 
court.  
The foundation wants a compensation 
scheme, because many victims of the 
Japanese occupation have suffered 
physical and mental damage. Houses and 
other belongings of victims have also been 
destroyed. 
The SJE argues that compensation cannot 
be knocked on Japan's door by the peace 
treaty that the Dutch state signed with the 
Asian country in 1951. According to the 
foundation, the Dutch State is still not 
prepared to offer full compensation itself, 
although it is obliged to do so. 
In the treaty, the Netherlands renounced 
the claims of the Dutch war victims and 
their relatives against Japan. As a result, 
the Dutch victims cannot successfully 
address the Japanese state for the war 
crimes committed and the damage caused 
by them," it said in a press release. 

Press release. 11 Aug 2020 

Stichting Japanse Ereschulden be forced 
into a procedure against the Dutch State 
During the Japanese occupation during 
WWll, the Dutch in the former Dutch-East-
Indies suffered serious war damage It's 
damage incurred by the violation of the 
most basic human rights. Many of the 
victims have been physically and mentally 
harmed by imprisonment, torture, 
starvation and medical denial. In addition, 
houses, household effects, 
neighbourhoods and villages were 
destroyed. The war victims have not been 
compensated for this damage to this day. 
The State of the Netherlands cut off the 
route to full compensation by means of 
the Peace Treaty concluded with Japan in 
1951 at the time. In the treaty, the 
Netherlands renounced claims of the 
Dutch war victims and their surviving 
relatives against Japan. As a result, the 
Dutch victims cannot sue the Japanese 
State for the war crimes that have been 
committed and the damage caused by 
them. This 'disqualification' is all the more 
urgent since the State of the Netherlands 
is not prepared to offer full compensation, 
even though it is obliged to do so. The lack 
of recognition of legal liability and the 
damage suffered in a pitiful time of war 
hurts, even if this pain originated 75 years 
ago. Since WWll, some arrangements have 
been made for the war victims involved, 
such as 'Het Gebaar' in 2000, which 
provided for recognition of the 
shortcomings in the post-war restoration 
of rights and the bureaucratic “cold 
reception”. However, the Dutch State has 
not fully recognized and compensated the 
damage with these schemes. Moreover, 
these arrangements are only about moral 
satisfaction and not about recognition of 
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legal liability. Instead of opting for legal 
inclusion, the State has wrongly always 
opted for (the continuation of) legal 
exclusion of the war victims. The (SJE) 
Japanese Debt of Honour Foundation is 
committed to the interests of the Dutch 
and their relatives from the former Dutch-
East-Indies, who suffered damage during 
the Second World War at the hands of 
Japan. (Het is de hoogste tijd)  It is 
time, 75 years after the capitulation of 
Japan, the State finally recognized legal 
accountability for the position it brought 
those involved in and fully compensated 
the Indie community for the war damage 
and suffering. The SJE (Japanese Debt of 
Honour Foundation) has approached the 
State about this and offered to think along 
about possible solutions. So far, however, 
the State has not given any response. That 
is especially painful for the war victims 
and their relatives in this important 
commemoration year. The (SJE) Japanese 
Debt of Honour Foundation is therefore 
forced to initiate legal proceedings in 
order to establish the liability of the State. 
Apparently that is the only way to break 
the 75-year deadlock between the State 
and the Indische community. The lawyer 
Tom Barkhuysen came to the conclusion 
that we should address the Dutch State 
and not Japan, because this is not possible 
because of the actions of the Netherlands. 

 
 
 

 

 
22 APR 2021.   

   
Kate & Jens baby girl Ida Emillienne.  

Born 11 DEC 2020. 
Our Secretary Kate had a healthy baby born 
last year. Congratulations Kate.  
 Ida welcome into this world.  

EJOS AGM – SATURDAY 29 MAY 2021  - 11.30am, JAVA Room, Parnell. 
317 Parnell Road. 

AGM MEMBERS ONLY at 11.30. At 12 we will have lunch from the menu (Indonesian) 
If this is not able to be held due to Covid-19 restrictions, we will contact you. 
Call Ivo (09) 534 4560. (ivo.p@xtra.co.nz) to book or Hans van Ess 486 2864 
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Chairman 
Ivo Pabbruwe 

99 Bradbury Road 
Botany Downs, Auckland 2010 

New Zealand 
 

Email: Ivo.P@xtra.co.nz 
Phone: +64-9-534-4560 

 

EJOS Inc. established in Auckland Sept 1989. NGO 
Certificate of Corporation WN/622053, 21 Sept 1994 

Under the Incorporated Societies Act 1908 
Henk Zeeman – President 1989-2009 

MINUTES AGM  

Saturday 31 OCT 2020 10.45am.   Birkenhead RSA 
Apologies;Jan Geesink, Elly Hoefhamer, Marijjke Ponse, Rob Stubenitski, Edith Toewater,  Corrie van 
Werkum, Wim & Anne van Wetering. Meno Uiterdijk.  
 
Present (members): Ivo Pabbruwe, Hans van Ess, Elmire de Courcy Lys, Kate Draper, Wilhelmena, Margaret 
Bijl, John & Lies Triezenberg, Anne Ljaberings, Margo Bernie Leonard, Hanne Beets. 
 
Present (non-members): Harriet Draper, Edward Pausma, Sake Hitman, David Kannu , Mark Webster, Irene 
Pausma, Suzy Xui, Klaske Abell, Yvonne van Genns, Rene van Rijn came at the end.  

1. Intro: 
a. Evacuation Procedure, Toilet location 
b. Welcome, followed by a minute silence. Names of those lost since last meeting are at the end of 

these minutes.  
2. Review of the year with Ivo’s speech, Presidents Address.  

Some stories from those who passed away.  
Anzac parade “lockdown version”. Sake laid flowers at the gardens, and they went to Ons Dorp afterwards. 
Hiroshima Peace Museum. 
Indie Monument in Den Haag was spray painted with graffiti.  
End of WWII commemoration “lockdown version” – usually 2000 people, only 75 allowed this year.  
 

3. Correspondence 
4. AGM Minutes May 2019: Accepted and approved. All say AY. Against No. 

Read & accepted. Acceptance moved by .Elmire de Courcy Lys. Seconded by Sake Hitman. All in favour.  
5. Correspondence. Kate Draper. 
6. Treasurer’s report. Elmire de Courcy-Lys. Accepted: Ivo Pabbruwe Seconded by Margo Leonard.  

Secretary’s report. Kate Draper. 
7. Re-election of Committee. Any nominations? 

a. Existing committee is willing to continue. 

8. Election of committee members 
a. President; Ivo Pabbruwe 
b. Treasurer; Elmire de Courcy Lys 
c. Secretary; Kate Draper 
d. Committee members  
e. Helper; Hans van Ess, Marijke Ponse 

 
Accepted: Margot Leonard, Seconnded: Harriet Draper 
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All in favour.  
 

9. Mark Webster, historian, gave a presentation. Mark is David Kannu’s (Senior Host Aviation MOTAT). Mark 
spoke about the Dutch Navy, ships, submarines, army.  

10.  Dutch Consul Sake Hitman did a presentation about Dutch Passports. Sake had photos from his father’s life in 
Indonesia. Presented the committee with flowers.  

11. General business.   
a. FUTURE. AGM in small numbers. Sake has offered his office for next meetings as there are such small 

numbers. There is a Malaysian restaurant down from the office which can also do Indonesian food.  

12. It is 75-year Commemoration of the END-of-WWll in the Pacific. Members will be given a MELATI pin as an 
Indie recognition. Melati flower is the Dutch Jasmijn.  

13. Close meeting. Everybody welcome upstairs. 

14. 13.00 Indonesian Lunch. 

 
 
 
We like to remember. EJOS members who passed away recently. 
Harry Klay. 92yrs. 12 January 1927.   
Lisa van Velthoven. 56yr. 2 May 2019.  
Catherine Marie Elisabeth (Lizzy) Faber-Wichers. 91 yr. 12 JUL 2019. 
Johan de Hoog. Passed away peacefully at home at 86yrs old. JUL 2019. 
Initial EJOS Committee member Machteld Zondag, 91yr passed away July 2019  
Willy Pollard-Woudenberg, July 2019. 
Aat Alblas, 5 August 2019, 94yrs. 
Pieter Tjaberings, September 2019. 90 yrs.   
Willem Bergers, 7 October. 89 yrs old.  
June Wouters, in ONS DORP August 2019. June’s husband, Dick Wouters, turned 90 in November 2019 and 
lives in Ons Dorp. 
Frits Berman, in Australia, 14 February 2020. 
Frouke Buysers-Hayes, 3 MAY 2020. She was always the first one to pay the EJOS subs when I used to meet 
her at the Market in Holland House. A very nice lady. 
Gerda Uiterdijk passed away 22 JUL in ONS DORP. EJOS member Gerda Uiterdijk sadly passed away in ONS 
DORP. A private funeral was held and I was able to attend. I have known Gerda a long time. Gerda’s husband 
Menno is an initial now resigned EJOS Committee member.  

 

mailto:Ivo.P@xtra.co.nz

